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INTRODUCTION

Defining the Takeout Double — Its History
In the infancy of bridge, the meaning of ‘double’ was that an opponent couldn’t 
make what he bid.  It was common for someone to double an opening 1 bid 
with:

 A K J 8 5    A 7    3 2    Q 8 7 2

After this kind of double failed to be effective, something called an informatory 
double was devised.  This double tended to mean that the doubler had a hand 
just as good as the opener.  After a 1 opening, the next player would double 
with:

 K 5 3    K 2    A Q 7 3 2    K 10 4

By the 1930s, the bridge world had been converted to true takeout doubles 
such as are used today.  Since then there have been some new ideas regarding 
doubles, but in general, they didn’t fly.  Sooner or later the experiments failed 
and their creators returned to takeout doubles while they licked their wounds.

How to Use This Book
This book is rather extensive and it goes into details beyond what you will find 
in a typical book that has one chapter on the takeout double.  Be aware that the 
takeout double is actually a convention and is probably the most important one 
in the world of bidding.  Can you imagine bidding without takeout doubles?

I would much rather give up any of the other popular conventions.

Jacoby transfers			  Stayman
Blackwood			   Inverted minors 
Bergen raises			   Negative doubles
Drury				    Strong jump shifts
Michaels cuebids		  Unusual notrumps
Gerber			 

Any of these can be sacrificed without serious loss.  Give up the takeout double?  

Never.
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How this book is organized

You will find in this book a complete discussion on the takeout double and 
many of its ramifications.  I suggest you do not try cramming this into one read.  
Better would be to take a chapter and read it and then, if the topic interests you, 
read it again.  

If you run into a takeout double problem, you can probably find some 
thoughts on it in this book.  Say your bidding went this way:

	 West	 North	 East	 South
1	 pass	 1NT	 ?

Say you have some hand worth bidding and you are wondering if double is a 
good idea.  Look in the Contents and you will find a section called: LHO opens 
and RHO bids 1NT.  You can go to the appropriate pages and you will find a 
discussion of this auction.  

In the same way, you can find what you should bid when your partner 
doubles on the auction.

	 West	 North	 East	 South
		  1	 pass	
1NT	 dbl	 pass	 ?

You can look up this auction and go to the appropriate page to find a discussion 
called: RHO bids and LHO bids 1NT.  Your partner doubles.  RHO passes.  You 
will find examples of what you should do with various hands.

There is a huge amount of information and judgment in this book.  
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