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Farewond

Thousands of bridge books have been written. Indeed, I have made a
small contribution to that questionable use of the rain forests myself.
Most concentrate on the mechanics of the game. Victor Mollo first
came up with the idea of a book about the game’s greatest players when
he published The Bridge Immortals in 1967. Alan Truscott, Pierre Jais
and José Le Dentu followed with L’ Aristocratie du Bridge (The Bridge
Aristocracy).

The next book in this genre was Marc Smith’s World Class,
published in 1999, when | was honored to be included in the 25 players
and writers whose bridge lives were laid bare for the reader. Not only
were we asked about our favorite bridge memories and our most
memorable deals, but also for a disaster that haunts us too. After all,
which reader doesn’t enjoy seeing that experts are as capable as anyone
of making a total mess of a hand?

A quarter of a century on, Marc has returned to the well with a new
edition. This time there are two volumes, inviting us into the bridge
lives of 30 of the world’s most amazing players. Volume 1 features
Europe’s best, while this volume dissects the lives of stars from the
USA and the rest of the world.

Those included are all amongst the very best the 21st-Century game
has to offer. Who can doubt that Chip Martel and Kerri Sanborn from
the USA and Brazilian ace Marcelo Branco deserve the accolade of
‘All-Time Greats’? Also included are many of today’s top players, both
male and female, plus a few of the very brightest up-and-coming
proteges. The section in which I appeared in 1999, ‘Great Writers’, this
time includes my former partner Marty Bergen who, in addition to
being one of the great theorists the game has known, was also a fine
player in his own right.

Readers will find the experiences of these great players both
interesting and enlightening, and there is humor in their stories too. In
addition, the book contains many deals that demonstrate what makes
these players World Class.

I am sure that everyone featured in this new edition will be as proud
to be included in such an elite group as | was 25 years ago.

Larry Cohen
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Intweduction

Who are the people behind the names that you read about in your bridge
magazine or watch in major events on internet VuGraph sites? What
does it feel like to lose a World Championship final? Which partners or
authors influenced their style? Who was the most interesting person
they played with or against? How do they see the future of the game?

Published in 1999, the original World Class: Conversations with the
Bridge Masters is unquestionably my favorite of all the books | have
written on the game. It brought to life many of the great players of that
era, with 25 subjects divided into five categories: All-Time Greats,
Stars of Today, Women Stars, Rising Stars and Great Writers.

When selecting the subjects, my intention was to choose a
representative group of players who could provide an insight into bridge
at the top from many perspectives, rather than picking a definitive list
of the world's best 25 players. Having said that, many of those who
were included would have been in everyone's "Top 25'. | also aimed to
be as international as possible, and 13 countries were represented.

25 years have passed since the first book, and many new players have
come to the fore. World Class: The 21st Century is published in two
volumes so that | can include 30 titans of the game. Volume 1 features
players from nine European countries. Volume 2 includes those from
the USA and the rest of the world, adding representatives from five
more countries, giving us 14 nationalities this time. It is also refreshing
to note that more than half of the young players featured in the ‘Rising
Stars’ section are women. (25 years ago, none were.)

Such is the quality of players featured here that many of those in the
‘Stars of Today’ sections, men or women, could equally have been
placed in with the ‘All-Time Greats’. One thing is certain — every one
of those appearing in this book can truly claim to be 'World Class'...

I’11 finish with the same statement | made a quarter of a century ago.
The author and publisher wish to thank every one of the subjects who
appear within these pages. Most of the interviews were extensive, and
we are grateful to them for the time and effort they put in. | hope that
they will show their friends and family this book sometime in the future
and tell them proudly, “See, I really was one of the best...”

Marc Smith. 2024
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A legend of Brazilian and world bridge, Marcelo Branco is one of only

ten players to have won the ‘Triple Crown’ (Bermuda Bowl, World Team
Olympiad and World Open Pairs) and the only player to have won the
World Open Pairs twice.

Since playing in his first Bermuda Bowl in 1969, Marcelo has
represented his country in the world’s most prestigious event an amazing
18 times. He has collected medals of all three colors, winning gold in 1989
in Perth, silver in 2000, and bronze in both 1973 and 1974.

In the other major international team events, he won the Olympiad in
1976 and has twice lost in the final of the World Knockout Teams (the
Rosenblum Cup), in 1978 and 1998.

The World Open Pairs is only staged every four years, but Marcelo has
reached the final six times. He won the title in 1978 playing with Gabino
Cintra and in 1990 in partnership with Gabriel Chagas.

More than a decade after playing his last Bermuda Bowl, Marcelo is
still ranked in the Top 100 (#88) in the WBF list of World Grand Masters.
Chagas is the only other South American player on that list.

Nearly 25 years ago, Gabriel Chagas was one of the stars featured in
the original World Class. Gabriel, whom | am honored to call a friend,
also wrote the Foreword for that book. I am now delighted to welcome
Marcelo, the other half of Brazil’s greatest ever partnership, as one of the
‘All-Time Greats’ in this second edition.

| hope readers will enjoy the insights and memories of someone who
has played at the highest level for more than half a century.

In the Beginning

At my parents' house, we played several card games. Canasta, King and
Oh Hell! were our favorites.

Gabino Cintra, my cousin, was a frequent visitor. After spending a
weekend at the house of friends who played bridge, he brought along a
rudimentary workbook with the rules of the game and basic auction
principles. It was 1963 and | was 17 years old. That was my first contact
with the game that would dominate the next 50 years of my life.

It was not long before we started going to the local bridge club, which
was just a few blocks from my parents’ house. Soon we were playing
tournaments (all matchpoints in those days). The first two | played with
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my brother Pedro — in the first we only got 36%, but in the second we
scored a little over 50%. In my third tournament, | played with my brother-
in-law Emilio (also a beginner) and, to everyone's surprise, including mine,
we won with a score of 61%. | was hooked.

Gabriel Chagas and Christiano Fonseca started to play in the same club,
and it did not take us long to combine to contest the team championships.
We became the “terrible boys” of the club, sometimes getting good results,
but often experiencing huge disasters, like any beginners.

We had classes with Pinheiro Machado, better known as Pinheirinho.
A genius, ahead of his time, he taught us both basic and advanced card
play techniques, including squeezes (a subject on which he authored an
excellent book).

It was not long before | was invited to play as the partner of one of the
best and most experienced players at the club, Adelstano Porto D’ave
Filho, better known simply as ‘Adel’. He was a brilliant, intuitive player
and I learned so much about the hidden side of the game from him. It was
from Adel that I first understood about table presence (from watching him)
and about the intuition required to really understand what was happening
on each hand. Take a look at this deal:

Nil Vul. aAAT

DIr: North YAKQ3
¢AKJ1062
®5

N
W E
S

AJ94
vJ85
4853
%0853

West North East South
Branco
2% pass 2¢
pass 3¢ pass 3NT
all pass
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West leads the &4 to his partner’s king. East continues with the &J and
then the %10. The suit splits 4-4, and West wins with the fourth round of
clubs with the ace. You have discarded a spade and two diamonds from
dummy, and West exits with a spade to dummy’s bare ace.

You cash one high diamond, both defenders following with low cards.
You then play two top hearts and cross to the ®#J on the third round of the
suit, both defenders following to all three rounds.

When you now lead a second round of diamonds, West follows with the
49. Do you follow the “eight ever, nine never” mantra and go up with the
king, or do you take the diamond finesse?

In both the bidding and in the play, it is essential to draw inferences.
When doing so, it is important to think not only about what the opponents
have done, but also about what they have not done.

West is known to hold exactly three hearts and four clubs. If you finesse
in diamonds, you are assuming that he started with a 3-3-3-4 shape. If you
instead go up with the 4K, you would be playing the opening leader to
have begun with exactly two diamonds, and thus four spades, i.e. 4-3-2-4
shape. You know that he led a club from a suit such as A964. That’s not
an attractive holding to lead from. Is it not more likely that he would have
led a spade, from whatever holding, if he were 4-4 in the black suits?

Reasoning like that, | played West for 3-3-3-4 shape and finessed in
diamonds. | was rewarded when East showed out.

Adelstano ‘Adel’ Porto D’Ave Filho,
Marcelo’s partner at his first Bermuda
Bowl, and the man who taught him so much
about the hidden side of the game.

There is one other hand that | remember from my early days in the
game. Nowadays, | might not think it particularly spectacular but,
considering that | had not been playing for long at the time, I like it a lot.
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Both Vul. AJ864

DIr: West $AJ63
¢ K107
%103
a9 A Q103
¢»KQ10752] N |e9
¢ Q85 W EleJo4
%984 S laKQJI762
AaAKT752
v384
¢A632
& A5
West North East South
Branco
29 pass pass 246
pass 3e pass 4a
all pass

West led the 9, so | won with the ace and played off the aA-K. To
my dismay, West discarded a heart on the second round of trumps. The
contract now seemed impossible, as there was a loser in each suit.

| played a heart to dummy’s ace, removing the only heart from the East
hand, and exited with a trump to the queen.

East won with the aQ and cashed a club trick, but he then had to lead
a low diamond, on which West was forced to play the Q. | took the trick
with the king, crossed to the #A, and then exited with a third round of
diamonds. Winning with the #J, East had only clubs left, so | was able to
discard the heart loser from my hand on the forced ruff-and-discard.

Well, not bad for a relative beginner!

Establishing a Reputation

Playing with Adel, I had my first victories in Brazilian national events and
at the South American Championships.

In 1969, the Bermuda Bowl was held in Rio de Janeiro, the first time it
had been staged in South America, and we were selected to represent the
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host nation. Our team was: Adel and myself; Chagas playing with Pedro
Paul Assumpcéo, Roberto Mello and Decio Coutinho.

The Bermuda Bowl was a much more exclusive tournament in those
days. The last time | played in the Bermuda Bowl, in 2011, there were 22
teams. Nowadays, there are even more than that. Back in 1969, there were
just five teams; North America, two from Europe (Italy and France), Brazil
representing South America and, for the first time in the competition, a
team from Asia, Taiwan.

I remember our first match against the very strong team from North
America — Sidney Lazard, Bobby Goldman, Billy Eisenberg, Bob
Hamman, George Rapee and Eddie Kantar. We beat them 68-42 (16-4
VPs). We celebrated a lot! Overall, our bridge was very naive and we
finished in last place, but it was a great experience for all of us and the start
of my top-level career in the game.

In 1972, we started playing Precision and the Brazilian team became
my brother Pedro and myself, Chagas and Assumpc¢do, Cintra and
Fonseca. We qualified for the 1973 and 1974 Bermuda Bowls, the first
held in Guaruja (S8o Paulo) and the second in Venice, Italy. The team
gained more experience, starting to threaten the big ones — lItaly, US,
France and others. We won bronze medals in both tournaments and started
to be recognized in the bridge world.

You became a World Champion in 1976. What do you remember about
that experience?

The 1976 World Team Olympiad was held in Monte Carlo. The curious
thing is that | was not originally part of the Brazil team, but one of the
players withdrew and | was called as the sixth player. The team was:
Barbosa and myself, Chagas and Assumpcéo, Cintra and Fonseca. The
format was a grueling round robin of 44 16-board matches in two weeks.

Going into the final round, it seemed almost certain that the title would
be won by Italy, represented by the famed “Blue Team”, who were both
the defending Olympiad champions and had also won the three previous
Bermuda Bowls. Meanwhile, we seemed to be headed for fourth place.

In a dramatic turn of events, the Italians lost unexpectedly, 3-17 against
Greece. We won a 20-0 blitz over Canada that leapfrogged us over all of
the teams ahead of us. Italy had to settle for silver medals, with Great
Britain third and Poland fourth. It was the first time that the Olympiad had
been won by a team from the Western Hemisphere, and we also became
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the first team from outside either Europe or North America to win an Open
Teams Championship.

Brazil wins the
1976 World Team
Olympiad title.

The bridge world was certainly surprised by our victory!

Two years later, in New Orleans, you proved that your victory in the
Olympiad was no fluke

Another big surprise. With two rounds left in the qualifying stage of the
World Open Pairs, Cintra and | were lying in 101% place with only 40 pairs
to qualify for the final. We rallied well and two big sessions pulled us up
to 24", We were delighted to have made it into the final, but the best was
yet to come.

Almost half of the qualifiers for the 40-pair final were from the USA.
There were also a few French pairs but, for the first time in the event’s
history, not a single Italian pair in the final. After two of the four sessions,
we had climbed up to 11" place. We had a great third session and moved
up into 2" place! The last session was a good one too. We played well and
with a healthy dose of luck.

There were no computers and it was a long wait for the result: first
place, ahead of Canada’s Eric Kokish and Peter Nagy. Cue the champagne
party!

The teams began the next day. It was the first time that the World
Knockout Teams Championship for the Rosenblum Cup had been held and
the format was a mystery to everyone. We made it to the semi-finals, where
we managed to defeat a strong American team led by Hamman/Wolff.
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However, the final against the Polish team proved to be one step too far
for us, and we were well beaten. We could hardly complain, though. We
had taken on the world’s best and come away with two medals, one gold
and one silver.

In the following years, I won some more South American
championships, sometimes with Cintra as a partner or my brother Pedro. |
also participated in world tournaments, but without any great successes.

I recall one memorable deal from that period. It occurred in the Teams
event at the 1983 South American Championships.

Both Vul. aQ
DIr: West »A1l09653
73
& A852
N A 10863
w7 N (e KJ84

¢ KJ10652|W Ele Q9
#KQ9764 LS 143103

AAKJ97542
vQ2
¢AB4
[ Ig—
West North East South
Barbosa Branco
2NT* pass 3 4a
S Se pass 6a

all pass

West’s 2NT opening showed both minors.

West leads the K against your slam. How would you play?

West has bid to the five-level, vulnerable, with no encouragement from
his partner, so he must have really extreme shape. | could see how the
contract could be made as long as East held only three clubs, which was
certainly possible on the bidding.

I won the opening lead with the & A, pitching a diamond from my hand,
and immediately ruffed a club. A trump to the queen returned the lead to
dummy and | ruffed a second club, hopefully denuding East of that suit.
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Now was the time to start rumbling my trumps. When | cashed the last
spade, | had ®Q-x and ¢A-x left in my hand and dummy was ®A-10-9 and
a diamond. East had to keep three hearts, or | could just duck a heart to
him and dummy’s long heart would be my twelfth trick. He therefore had
to relinquish one of his diamonds.

So, | cashed the #A and ran the ®Q. East won with the ®K but then had
to lead away from his remaining #J-x at trick twelve.

[_\

Marcelo’s cousin, Gabino Cintra,
who introduced him to the game. He
was a teammate for more than two
decades and the partner with whom
Marcelo won the World Open Pairs in
1978.

Then, in 1988, | started playing with Gabriel Chagas as a partner...

The Chagas Years

Our first championship together was the Team Olympiad in Venice, but
the result was not very good. The following year, we resolved to work hard
on our partnership in preparation for the 1989 Bermuda Bowl in Perth,
Australia.

The team was myself and Chagas, Pedro, my brother, playing with
Roberto Mello, and Carlos Camacho with Ricardo Janz. For months the
three pairs met regularly and put in some serious study time. We perfected
our auction methods and spent many long hours discussing opening leads
and card play in general.

Exactly 20 years after my first Bermuda Bowl, we scored a spectacular
victory!
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BRAZIL: the 1989 Bermuda Bowl! winners

The victory was not by chance, and it was convincing. With hard work
and effort, we had achieved a technically prepared team with high morale.

We opened up a 45-IMP lead after two stanzas of the 160-board semi-
final against Poland. They never managed to make significant inroads into
our advantage and we won 369-327. The final against the Americans was
a 176-board marathon. Although they were the defending champions, this
was our chance to atone for the last-board loss to them in the 1985 semi-
final. This time, we took no chances; with two 16-board sets to play we
led by 103 IMPs. We lost half of our lead over the remaining 32 boards,
but our final margin of victory, 442-388, was still comfortable enough.

It wasn’t easy, but we felt that we fully deserved our victory in the
game’s most prestigious event.

The following year, 1990, it was again time for the World Pairs
Championship. The popularity of the event had grown enormously since |
won eight years before, in New Orleans. In Geneva, there was a field of
572 pairs (compared with 78 when the event was first staged, in Cannes in
1962). A four-session qualifying stage and then a four-session semi-final
whittled that number down to 72 for the five-session final. The event was
very long and, playing matchpoints, where every trick counts and there are
no boards on which to relax, incredibly tiring.

I had played the event with Chagas four years earlier, in Miami Beach,
but we had managed only to finish fifth. This time, we were very lucky:
the opponents made a lot of mistakes against us. On the first board we bid
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to 4¢-X (which was due to go three down), but one of the opponents saved
us by bidding on to 4a. We duly doubled, and he went three down instead.

We only qualified for the final in 38" place. But, a monstrous first
session in which we scored almost 70%, an unprecedentedly high score in
a tournament at this level, carried us to the top of the leader-board. A 62%
second session then gave us a significant advantage. We went into the final
session with a massive lead that we were never in danger of relinquishing.
Again, Canada’s Peter Nagy collected a silver medal behind me.

Here is one of the hands from the final that I will never forget.

Both Vul. ald
DIr: North YAQJ763
4103
%1095
A AQ1062 Aa875
v K82 w o g| 1094
¢ K85 s ¢J962
w73 s KQ4
AaK93
¢5
¢AQ74
*AJB862
West North East South
Chagas Branco
pass pass 1l
1a 29 pass 2NT
pass 3NT all pass

Don’t ask me why Chagas did not open 2%, but there was no time to
dwell on that. West led the a6 and dummy’s jack won. | advanced the
%10, taking East’s queen with the ace and continuing the suit. East won
with the &K and started to think. Clearly, if he simply returns a spade, the
contract will go down trivially.

Expecting my spades to be better, and recognizing that the hearts would
be running if | held a doubleton, East switched to the 4J, hoping to find his
partner with ¢AQxx. It could have been brilliant but, fortunately for us,
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not today. | covered with the ¢Q, so West took the king and returned the
suit, dummy’s 410 winning.

When I then ran my minor-suit winners, West had to keep three hearts
so he bared the aA. | took the winning heart finesse and exited with a
spade, forcing him to give me a second heart finesse. | therefore ended up
making ten tricks; four clubs, two diamonds, one spade and three hearts.

As | said earlier, we had a lot of good fortune in that final. When the
wind is blowing in your favor, these things happen.

The legendary Gabriel Chagas who,
along with Marcelo, is one of only ten
players to have won the ‘Triple Crown’.

I played many events with Chagas. We won numerous national titles
and some South American championships. In addition to our World
Championship victories in 1989 and 1990, we were also the runner-up
twice in important team tournaments, the 1998 Rosenblum Cup in Lille,
France, and the 2000 Bermuda Bowl in Bermuda. We also won a North
American championship, the 1992 Reisinger BAM, playing on Jimmy
Cayne's team. We were very successful as a pair.

Into the 21%t Century

Around the turn of the century, we decided that it was time for both of us
to play with new partners. | played championships with Miguel Villas-
Boas, Paulo Brum and Marco Toma, with some significant victories.

In 2007, | played in the Seniors World Cup with Eduardo Vianna, a
great player who had been away from bridge for a few years. We had a
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good tournament, coming in fourth playing as a team with my brother,
Pedro, Marcelo Amaral, Christiano Fonseca and Carlos Camacho.

I have one more deal that I’d like to share. I have always loved the
psychological aspects of the game, and this hand illustrates how it is
essential to put yourself into the opponent’s shoes. By envisioning the hand
from his point of view, you may see how to lead him down the wrong path.

Both Vul. AT42
DIr: South $A109732
¢Q5
%94
A 83 a KQ95
v5 w | PKS6
¢ A9632 s ¢ K1084
%J8652 & Al107
aAJ106
vQJ84
¢J7
s«KQ3
West North East South
Chagas Branco
INT
pass 2¢ pass 3e
pass 4e all pass

West leads the #5 to his partner’s ace. East then switches to the aK
and | win with the ace as West follows with the a8 (discouraging). How
would you continue?

If the heart finesse works, | will have ten tricks. What if the @K is
offside? I will then need to persuade West that the layout is quite different
from the actual hand. To make the defense a little more difficult for him, I
don't discard a diamond from dummy, but instead take an immediate heart
finesse. To my dismay, East wins with ®K and plays the Q.

I quickly play the aJ under the queen. Holding the K, East, can see no
urgent need to attack diamonds, so he returns a club. Now I am home. |
win with &K, cross to dummy in trumps, and run A7, assuming #9-x
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remaining in East’s hand. (When West discouraged with a8 it was clear
to me that he did not have 498x.) I now come to hand in trumps and
discard dummy’s Iosmg diamonds on the #Q and the 410. 4@ made!

In 2006, | started to play more frequently
with Diego Brenner (left), an exceptional
young professional player currently living
in Barcelona, Spain. We played numerous
important tournaments that produced
victories in Nationals and South American
Championships, both pairs and teams. We
also participated in a number of World
Championships together.

More recently, again playing with
Chagas, we won the 2020 Brazilian Trials to
select our country's representative team for
v _;E the year. Unfortunately, the arrival of the
Covid pandemlc meant that tournaments were canceled, so that victory
was worthless.

I have slowly been reducing the amount of bridge I play, and | have
only rarely played online at BBO. However, partnering Pablo Ravenna in
a team with Marco Toma and Stefano Tommasini, Sandra Garafulic and
Alejandro Quiroga, we won the 2021 Brazilian Team Championship. That
was my first online tournament victory.

The Future

I'd like to finish by talking a little about the state of the game today.

I believe that too many conventions are spoiling the game, which is
partly the fault of the professionals. | was amazed to learn recently that the
system used in a beginners' course was 19 pages long!

This needs to be changed. At least in local tournaments, few
conventions should be allowed. Ideally there should be a single system for
all pairs. And abolish the Alert card!

Good times were those when ten minutes of conversation was enough
to make arrangements with a new partner. Today, there are so many
bidding conventions, carding methods and styles that it takes a few hours.

It is no coincidence that the average age of ACBL members is over 70!
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The speed of play in high-level bridge has long been an issue for me. If
we want to encourage people to play and to watch the game, the time
allowed for each hand must be significantly reduced. It is often unbearable
to watch a match: they think and think and think, even in ordinary
situations. | recently saw a player think for almost ten minutes before
leading from two low cards in his hand towards K-J in dummy. There
wasn't any extra information. It was a guess. Perhaps he was waiting for a
message from the gods...?

There must be new rules to make the game more interesting. And this
is urgent!

In conclusion, | believe that:

1. In local clubs, bridge should be lighter and more fun, making it easier
for new players to join.

2. In high-level tournaments, the time for each hand should be reduced,
and also the use of esoteric conventions that make the game unintelligible
for spectators should be limited. Will players make more mistakes? Yes,
and that will also make the show more entertaining and attract even more
spectators.

Finally, thank you very much for the opportunity to share my "exploits"
in bridge and my opinions.

Thank you, Marcelo. Iz’s been a pleasure to have you on board.

Marcelo Branco : Major achievements

1969 International Debut. 5 in Bermuda Bowl
(Adel Porto d’Ave Filho, Roberto Mello, Gabriel Chagas
Pedro Paulo Assumpcao, Decio Coutinho)
1973 3" in Bermuda Bowl (Pedro Paulo Branco, Assumpcao,
Chagas, Gabino Cintra, Christiano Fonseca)
1974 3" in Bermuda Bowl (team as above)
1976 4" in Bermuda Bowl (team as above)
Won World Team Olympiad
(Assumpcao, Chagas, Cintra, Fonseca, Sergio Barbosa)
1978 2" in Rosenblum Cup
(Assumpcao, Chagas, Cintra, Barbosa, Roberto Taunay)
Won World Open Pairs (with Cintra)
1985 4™ in Bermuda Bowl (Cintra, P.Branco,
Barbosa, Claudio Sampaio, Fabio Sampaio)
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1986 5" in World Open Pairs (with Chagas)
1989 Won Bermuda Bowl
(P.Branco, Chagas, Mello, Ricardo Janz, Carlos Camacho)
1990 Won World Open Pairs (with Chagas)
1991 4" in Bermuda Bow! (team as above)
1992 Won Sunday Times Invitational Pairs (with Chagas)
Won Reisinger BAM Teams (Chagas, Jimmy Cayne,
Chuck Berger, Mike Passell, Mark Lair)
Won US Lebhar IMP Pairs (with Vera Gama)
1993 Won Cap Gemini Invitational Pairs (with Chagas)
1997 Won Cap Gemini Invitational Pairs (with Chagas)
1998 2" in Rosenblum Cup
(Chagas, Miguel Villas-Boas, Joao-Paulo Campos)
11" World Open Pairs (with Chagas)
Won 1%t 10C Grand Prix (team as above)
1999 2" in IOC Grand Prix (team as above)
2000 2" in Bermuda Bowl
(Chagas, Villas-Boas, Campos, Mello, Janz)
Q-F of World Team Olympiad (Chagas, Villas-Boas,
Campos, Marcelo Amaral, Diego Brenner)
2005 Q-F of Bermuda Bowl
(Chagas, Villas-Boas, P.Branco, Mello, Janz)
2007 4™ in World Seniors Teams
(P.Branco, Amaral, Camacho, Fonseca, Eduardo Vianna)
2008 8" in World Open Individual
2009 Q-F of World Transnational Teams (Chagas, Villas-Boas,
Campos, Brenner, Mauricio Figueiredo)
2018 Q-F of Rosenblum Cup (Chagas, Villas-Boas,
Brenner, Pablo Ravenna, Marco Toma)
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227, 229, 238, 299

Woolsey, Sally 48

Wu, Shaohong 206

Xie, Zigiu 206

Xu, Haomin 206

Xu, Michael 233

Yan, Ru 198, 206

Yekutieli, Asaf 247, 249, 257

You, Jianyong 206

Zeitak, Aviv 238

Zhang, Yalan 156, 206

Zhang, Yu 194, 206

Zhao, Jack 56, 206

Zhao, Martin 226, 238

Zhou, Yong Mei 206

Zhu, Bo Han 225, 226, 228, 233, 238



Zhuang, Zejun 206

Zimmerman, Pierre 78

Zmuda, Justyna 166, 169
Zmudzinski, Adam Artur 32, 48, 94,
108

Zuckerberg, Debbie 107

Zuo, Xiaoxue 206

Zur-Campanile (Albu), Migry 109,
168, 192, 193
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Wedd Class: Eurapean Bridge Stars

The companion volume to this features stars from Europe.
Those included are:

ALL-TIME GREATS

Sally BROCK (England)
Bauke MULLER (Netherlands)

STARS OF TODAY - MEN

Sjoert BRINK (Switzerland)
Simon de WIS (Netherlands)
Peter FREDIN (Sweden)
Michal KLUKOWSKI  (Switzerland)
Cedric LORENZINI (France)

STARS OF TODAY - WOMEN

Jessica LARSSON (Sweden)
Nevena SENIOR (England)
Daniela von ARNIM (Germany)
RISING STARS

Christian BAKKE (Norway)
Sophia BALDYSZ (Poland)
Sanna CLEMENTSSON (Sweden)
Brigitta FISCHER (Hungary)

GREAT WRITERS

David BIRD (England)



GENERAL INTEREST

Marc Smith’s ot e a classic. This
all-new edition featu heir lives,
at the table and away fro
memories, their favorite hands, w
the future.

You may recognize the names from your b

lay online. This book will show you their hu

female, youn

Players in this volu
Marcelo BRANCO (Braz
Kerri SANBORN (U.S.A))
ichel ROSENBERG (U.S.A.)
LLAS-BOAS (Brazil)

Chip MARTEL (U.S.A.)
Bobby LEVIN (U.S.A.)
SILVER (Canada)

world’s most popu
RealBridge. He also writes
maijor bridge events.

ngland, and is a long-suffering fan of
NFL team.
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